1 SAMUEL 21

you can escape and live. May the Lord be
with you as he used to be with my father.
* And remember, you must demonstrate
the love and kindness of the Lord not only
to me during my own lifetime, '* but also to
my children after the Lord has destroyed all
of your enemies.”

16 So Jonathan made a covenant with the
family of David, and David swore to it with
a terrible curse against himself and his de-
scendants, should he be unfaithful to his
promise. '’ But Jonathan made David swear
to it again, this time by his love for him, for
he loved him as much as he loved himself.

'8 Then Jonathan said, “Yes, they will
miss you tomorrow when your place at the
table is empty. * By the day after tomorrow,
everyone will be asking about you, so be at
the hideout where you were before, over by
the stone pile. * I will come out and shoot
three arrows in front of the pile as though
I were shooting at a target. 3 Then I'll send
a lad to bring the arrows back. If you hear
me tell him, “They’re on this side,’ then you
will know that all is well and that there is
no trouble. 2 But if I tell him, ‘Go farther—
the arrows are still ahead of you,” then it
will mean that you must leave immediately.
2 And may the Lord make us keep our
promises to each other, for he has witnessed
them.?

2.5 §o David hid himself in the field.

When the new moon celebration began,
the king sat down to eat at his usual place
against the wall. Jonathan sat opposite him
and Abner was sitting beside Saul, but Da-
vid’s place was empty. * Saul didn’t say
anything about it that day, for he supposed
that something had happened so that David
was ceremonially impure. Yes, surely that
must be it! ¥ But when his place was still
empty the next day, Saul asked Jonathan,
“Why hasn’t David been here for dinner
either yesterday or today?”
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